WORKERS, BE warned!
People from an alien cult-
ure and with an alien philo-
sophy are poised to take
over in Britain. And to do
it, Margaret Thaicher and

her upper crust Tory gang

are preparing to beat the
racist drum from now until
the next election. Already
they are ranting like the
fascists about 'aliens’ —

who happen to work side

by side with us and share
our hardships and our
struggles.

This week Thatcher
talks of ‘‘The danger
the British character...
might be swamped’’. A
fortnight ago Tory spokes-
man Keith Speed gave the
racist brew a stir with a
promise that the Tories
would cut immigration if
elected.

This foul grab for votes
feared lost to the fascist
National Front has left the
Labour leaders looking like
apostles of anti-racism. But
the abour Government be-
lieves 100% in immigration
controls.

Indeed it was Callaghan
who ten years ago Intro-
duced stricter immigration
laws in response to Pow-
ell’s notorious ‘‘rivers of
blood’’ speech.

The fact is that both
Tories and Labour license
the racist filth of the NF

by operating immigration
controls. They have both
helped make racism part
of the ‘common sense’ of
the precious culture Mar-
garet Thatcher wants to
protect.

The argument that
immigration controls are
necessary to ‘good race rel-
ations’ is a phony. It says
in effect that because a lot
of people are racists, they
are going to kick up a big
fuss if there is a lot of im-
migration:

In other words, it takes
ingrained racism for grant-
ed and is designed to avoid
challenging it.

The attitude of the state
itself makes the same
point. It is not white Im-
migrants but black . ones
whad have to endure the
humiliating - treatment
meted out by immigration
authorities.

Recently we reported on
raids carried out by New-
castle pol.ce on Bangla-
deshi families. Last week
there were similar raids in
London, with 40 people
seized as ‘illegal immigr-
ants’.

In Wolverhampton last
week black teenagers were
assailed bv white youths
shouting racist insults.
There is a background of
six or seven racist attacks
in the last three months,

__________
--------

|||||||

Ku Klux Klan graifiti,
and thugs going round in
KKK hoods in the town.

Police intervened in
the clash — to arrest seven
blacks. Next day they arr-
ested two whites.

Last week Socialist Wor-
ker reported ‘‘Thirty-nine
shops, restaurants and a
pub, almost all immigrant-
owned, have been attacked
[over the last three weeks,
in the Edmonton-Enfield
area of North London].
Lives have been endanger-
ed and almost £5000 of
damage caused by mystery
catapultists who fire missil-
es as they drive past in a
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ABOUT 750 satellites in
orbit: many of them carry- |
ing nuclear power units,
and if they come down by |
accident it can just as easilr
be in London or — still
worse — in the crowded
shanty-towns of Calcutta
or Lima, as in the snow-
bound tracts of Canada.
Thousands of nuclear
weapons stationed across
the world. They could Kkill
us all several times over.
Hundreds of thousands

i of factories using danger-

ous processes. When one
of them ‘went wrong’ in
Seveso, Italy, it devastated
the whole area. The people
who lived there suffered |
serious injuries and were
driven from their homes.

A mishap on a similar
scale at any one of dozens
of nuclear power stations
could spread death over a
whole region.

_Napalm factories, de-
foliant production lines,

1 chemical warfare technol- §
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With the Tories making
an open bid for NF votes
the NF itself, and other
fascists, become bolder.
Street attacks increase,
threats and insults become
more frequent.

The black community
will have to organise iIn
self-defence. And it has a
right to expect Ilabour
movement support for that
self-defence. | |

At the same time we
must insist:
L] No
controls;
No platform for

fascists.

immigration

ogy, their products all
battle-test_ed in Vietnam.
o

And who are the people
who control all these? The
people who by taking one
risk too many, or by making
a crucial misjudgment, or
out of sheer blind aggress-
ive greed, could unleash
destruction on a scale never
known before? They are the

presidents and prime min-

! isters of the great powers,

and the big bosses of the
giant capitalist enter-
prises.

Would you trust your life
to Peanut Jimmy Carter?
To Leonid Brezhnev¢ To
Tricky Dicky Nixon¢ To §
the Rockefellers?

You wouldn’t. But you
do. As long as they domin-
ate the world, you have no -
choice.

Any machine, any scient-
ific device, is Iikely to have
a certain risk factor. No-
one would want to forego
all the benefits of weather
satellites, communications
satellites, and scientific re-
search satellites for fear §
that one might go wrong
one day. s

But technology can, and

_' should. be controlled demo-
| cratically, by the working

people. People can, and
should, be sufficiently |
educated and informed that
we can make intelligent
collective decisions on the
use of science. Technology
can, and should, be direct-
ed to peaceful uses and not
to the preparation of war.
On one condition: that we
get rid of the profiteers and
the parasites, the bureau- §

| crats and the bosses, and

put the resources of society
under a rational working-

| class planned economy.
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usuall "keep n out the
Right" That ls e way the
Lib-Lab pact is jus : it’s
a lesser evil, the Labonr
leaders say than letdng the

Torles in. -
Yet the government crises

in Italy and Portugal this
month have shown that the
reformist parties are willing
to ally with the most right
g bourgeois parties, if

leader Mario Soares has -

formed a new government by

an 1nforma1 coalltlon with the

Mlnlserlal

CDS, usuall considered to

be the more nght wing of the

two bl% bourgeois parties.
The CDS has been given
three ministries (forelgn
affairs, commerce, justice)

and five positions of secret-

CDS leader Freltas do

- Amaral is a former adviser of

Portugal S last ruler under

: ES rather than the PSD was that B stupld expense for wed o
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the dlctatorshlp, Caetano.

The CDS was the only party
to vote against the Constitut-
ion (which is supposed to -
commlt the ‘State to ’social-
ism’)in 1976, and in 1975 its -
congress was besieged by

ourgeoisie — the PSD — is
lar% illusory. But most
a

ly the reason why the

DS entered ' the coalition

| demanded a higher prlce for
“its cooperation. | |

Wrt Portugal 's

B out to get. extra mone ﬁor
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. ‘unions in the same light as S ’7‘; ith-organ
1 “their British counterparts. Al- The CGTP — Portugal’s 'atlon is down 20% thisyear, .
s 'though small, the dispute had equivalent of the TUC, dom- " The ma OF Org . -
i become-a major political issue. ‘inated by the Communist ~ the left of the CP, diso:
i 32 mechanics at the Scania- | P fled ial ele he L Ey AISUE]
! dam Ford repair garages had . arty — has.called a speci ated and disintegrating,
! taken action as part of a camp- THE Workers’ Commissions. ~ meeting to plan a struggle. ‘main tragi allytmpotent Yet
aign for higher wages by the are well ahead according to against the SP-CDS. govern-/  the unsubdued ey of
Copenhagen vehicle mechan- the first results from the trade ment. But that is not because the Itallan w y class [g a
ics’ branch of the engineering union elections in Spain. the CP is in principle oppos- romise that the tallm
i union. In other firms the cam- in these elections — the ed to coalitions with the e the P
4 aign had been successful. first since genuine trade union Right. The CP itself calls for "m
E-—; ‘But. Scaniadam decided to organisations became legal g 1i t of th | treaccrom
. stand firm as a test case, with after the death of Franco — | a coalition government of the the price f°l' its T
i the active backing of the the CP-dominated - Workers' CDS§, the PSD, the SP ... and | lla.lson wlththenght. S
’ Danish - national employers’ } Commissions got 51% of the the CP. | | comv FOSTER
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organisation, DA.

. The national Ieadorshlp of
the engineering union worked

out a sell-out deal with DA.

'.'-.Tho deal was rejected br the
a

mechanics, who immediately
escalated their action into an
all-out strike.
" . The union leaders thon heid
a press conference, at which
they gave an ultimatum to the
vohlco mechanics’ branch:
xpel the strikers from the
nion, or face expulslon your-
solvos.

The branch, however, with

the support of other bi ongln-
eering union branches In
Copenhagen, stood by the
strikers, and the union leaders
had to withdraw their bilack-
maill. The unemployed work-
ors’ committes of engin-
eeoring union was also active in
suppeorting the strike. [in Den-
mark workers who beceme un-
employed retain their unien
membership, with full rights. |

After two weeks, however,
Scaniadam sacked all 32 strik-

',.o.rs and started taking on

scabs. Police cleared the way

- for scab workers and custom-

ors to get in through the mass
. pickets mounted by the strik-
' ors and the unemployed work-
5 .orc"commlttn. | |

“Only by sprcadlng the act-

first 4,648 delegates elected, |
- in 498 workplaces The Soclal-,;-_.-j
_ist. Party-dominated UGT. ran -
- second with- 21%,-and "indep- BE
- endent” u.nions.(most of tham  Ldis
~under new_. 4

neo-Francoists
labels) got 11%.

The anarchist-led CNT boy-
cotted the elections. .

The elections began on 16th
January and will finish on 6th
February. A question mark
has been placed over them,
however, by a new draft trade
union Iaw which Prime Min-
ister Suarez has just presented
to the Cortes (Parliament).

If. this new law Is passed,

there will have to be new elect-
ions — and this after the trade

union elections now taking = communist Party is preparing

place have already been del-
ayed. month after month, by
the government’s siowness in
finalising the present laws. Up
ot now — gince the dismantling
ot the oid Frarcoist "unions’
in miCsummer 1977 — there
has been no cofhciai. legaliy-
recogmised system of workers’
representation in Sgcansh
factories at ail.

The elections are to chose
factory committees in every
workplace of more than 50

Carrillo

mployees. |
Meanwhile the Spanish
for its congress on 5th-9th
April. The Centrai Committee
has decided to propose new
statutes which will reject any
mention of Leninism. CP lead-
er Santiago Carrillo explained:
“*For us, Leninism Is no longer
the Marxism of today. And it
is in that sense that we must
goO Deyond a series of classical
theses of Leninism. which the
Eurcpean CPs have In reality
forsaken for many years. ai-
though the question has never

A simiiar proposa.l for an
all- "govemment of
onal emergency” is the

policy of the Italian Comm

‘unist Party.

For 18 months, since the
June 1976 general elections,
the CP has given informal
support to the mmonty
Christian-Democratic ov-

ernment of Andreotti. e

Christian Democracy is the .

major party of the Itallan

rulmg ass.)

" Two weeks ago ‘the CD
overnment fell after the
ommunist Party (supported

by the SP) had msnsted that it

should be granted some min-
1ster1al posts. With the US

State Department thunder-

ing against Communist part-

icipation in the government, .
and the Christian Democracy
also standing firm, it looks as
if the CP is launchmg a great
battle against the Right.

In fact, though, the CP 1s
stﬂl preachmg the "auster-
ity” policy which it has back-
ed for the lésptlgdmonths A
speech by er Giorgio
Amendola, as the height of

“

B _.. § - employees. = Following the peen posed in the field of
‘.',,‘}': '&;}2‘{;’2}:,".“{:’.‘,% work-" §  policy of the UGT (0pposed by  doctrine as it is today. " the ment  crisis,
“But- the ‘Communist Party, -~ | ~1he Workers' Commissions) — The theses of Leninism* in justified this in the name of
" .which has the Influence in the ] Wworkers can only vote for one gestion are to do with the bo
c°p.m.n ‘union branches J ©0r another of the slates pres- corception of the party, the ppo‘smg urgeois mupt
to do: that, iet the Scaniadam > ] eonted by the different unions dictatorship of the proletariai ion! ““Today, moral pollution
workonyodowntodﬂnt. J In the workplace, except in apg the international extens- has also affected sectors of g

MA&CLARKE ‘workplaces with iess than 250 jon of the revolution. | the working class; racing to o
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HEN THE MAIL WENT FASCIST

RN _SUPPOSE the owner of a

-~ 7 - major national newspaper —

. the ‘Daily Mail’ for example

e = hecame . sym

frd e -the fascist National Front,
- and turned over its columns
~to promoting fascism..

RBY MASON kee
that the British Arm has almost
- completely beaten down the re-

. volt of the Catholic community

in Northem Ireland. Yet the
conﬂnulng strength - of the

was shown at the
commemor&tion .
mwereable 10 ptmde mwly.

Bk)od Snmhy

Workers - Action,” demanded
immediate British withdrawal
and self-determination fer Ire-
" land. There was another demon-

stration, on similar slogans,
. organised from Speakers’ Cor-
ner by London Sinn Fein.

D'D'

3 FR DENIS FAUL and Fr Ray-
“mond Murray, well known for
‘their defence of civil rights in

" _Northem Ireland, have written

in their comment on the Stras-
. sad to say,

That is just the way it

" happened in the 1930s.
' The latest issue of the anti-
~ fascist newspaper ‘CARF’

reproduces the editorial page

‘from the ‘Daily Mail’ of 15th
- January, 1934. The major

article, by the Mail’s owner,
Viscount
headlined ‘‘Hurrah for the
Blackshirts!”’

. It declares:

 “Hundreds of thousands
| ;-;of ~yopung British men and
~women would like to see
their - own country develop
that spirit of patriotic pride

and-service which has trans-

. formed Germany and Italy.
They cannot do better than

seek-out the nearest branch o
G oftheBlackshlrts... >

A note at the end of the.

o
e

QN . saying '

uﬁve of the lrlsh Tun

pathetic to.

Rothermere, is

- we have continuall recorded
ill-treatment of persons- under

interrogation in Northem Ire-
land from 1971 right up to Jan-
uary 10, 1978”°.

As far as the European Court
and the Dublin and Westminst-

_er governments: are .concern- -
:ed }thejssneaof:tortmeh! North

rominent Migure

our Labour
Councils, and the Executive of
the National Union of Students.
"The brief of the Tribunal is

| “to investigate, in particular

(but not exclusively):—
‘‘a) The role and activlties of

the British Army, and the Brit-

ish security forces in Northern

Ireland...

b) allegations of torture at
interrogation centres;

c) allegations of abuse and

assault on Irish prisoners in

“Young men may join the
British Umon of Fascists by

‘writing to.. |
- . Maybe Rothermere did
not understand fully what

fascism meant? Maybe he

did not really know what
-was happening in Mussol-
int’s Italy and I-Iltler s Ger-

many? No:

“Ital and Germany are
beyond all doubt the best-
governed nations in Europe
today. From repeated visits
to both under their present
regime, 1 can vouch for it
that in no other land does the
overwhelming majority of
the people feel such confid-
ence and pride in its rulers’’.

There is no doubt, either,
about whether Rothermere
endorsed the anti-semitism
and racism of the fascists.

- “"The Socialists, espec-
ially, who jeer at the prin-

ciples and uniform of the
- Blackshirts as being of for-
~eign origin, forget that the
founder and ngh Pnest of

-

- British,
Jails;

sport and -

General Workers Union many
in Ireland

Ps ei ht Trade:s.;-

1neludlng Engllsh
d) the operatlon of no-jnry

‘courts in Northern Ireland;

e) the operation of the North-
ern Ireland (Emergency Prov-

~ isions) Act and the Prevention.
.. of Terrorism - (Temporuy Pro
r-rxlslom)m:t' e L L T

alm is o seta ury’ of
laboor mo ¢ment _delegates,
“supplementet by . a panel of
well-knewn intemat!onal figir-
es from ‘the sponsors, to hear
the evidence. Northem Ireland
Secretary Roy Mason and Home
“‘Secretary. Merlyn Rees are to
be invited to put their case to
the Tribunal.

"~ Trade union branches and
Labour Parties are invited to
add their sponsorship. The

';, address for correspondence is:

Committee for the International

Tribunal, 182 Upper Street

London N I

"German Jew Karl Marx’’

And the accompanying
editorial flays the Govern-
‘ment of the day because it
had ‘‘allowed Ceylon to be

‘handed over to a crazy syst-

em of cuioured democracy’’

Today, while the major
capitalist” powers still have

- more leeway than in the

crisis-wracked 1930s, the
Fleet Street press lords
keep more of an image of
‘objectivity’, usually break-
ing into open, venomous
partisanship only -against
particular strikes. But when

'and if big business turns to-

wards fascism again, the

‘free press’ will be there at

its service.

‘CARF’ no.3, paper of the
Anti-Racist, Anti Fascist Co-

- ordinating Committee. Price
10p. Subscription. One year
[six issues] £1.20, from.:

" ARAFCC, Box 35, 182 Upper

St, London N 1

1 Mu gabe,

Excef

WHEN THE CHANNELS of negotlatlon and compromlse
~are too narrow, and serious issues are at stake, armed
- struggle will alwa s be the last resort. Thus David Owen -
3was tellm ‘the truth for once when he said that he was

Ius distance from the ‘internal settlement’ moves
m R desia because he wanted a settlement that woold ¥

end the armed struggle.
The ‘internal settlement’ proposals worked out between
lan Smith. and a.group of black leaders would make each

white. person’s vote worth 10 black votes. The whites — a
22 % minority of the population — would have 28 out of
100 seats in Parliament, and those 28 would constitute a

blocking minority for any attempts to change constitut-

ional clauses guaranteeing such thmgs as securaty of

pravate property.

~As Owen predtcts the black people of . Zimbabwe who

have taken up arms against white supremacy would con-
ttnue their fight against this modified white supremacy. -

That: fact also lies behind B:shOp Muzorewa's last-- : I
mmute__i walk-out from the ‘interna

imierican diplomatic pressur

"w

-an

the white minority dominating the wealth of Zimbabwe.

'They too are fundamentally concerned with using the lib-
eratlon struggle of the Zimbabwean people as a lever to
gain for themselves a portion of the pruvnleges at present'

monopolised by the whites.

The Labour government’s role throug hout — in alliance

with US imperialism — has been to seek the best deal,

with the most reliable black ‘bourgeois leader they can
finds in order to safeguard imperialist interests in

Rhodesia.

But it is for the people of Zimbabwe themselves and
especially the working class, to settle accounts with the
Nkomos and Muzorewas, the Mugabes and the Sitholes_ It
is to them, and not to the conclaves in Malta or in Salis-
bury, that the power to decjde should belong.
while, the account with Smlth an- his bandlts is stlll
outstandmg

A MA] ORITY is a maiority,.exCep't when it is in Scotland.
That is the essence of the amendment to the Devolutlon

Bill pushed through the Commons on 25th January by

George Cunmngham Labour MP for Islington South.
According to the amendment the devolution proposals
need to get not only a majority of the votes cast, but at

least 40% of the votes possible. Se, for example, if there is

a 60% turnout and a 60-40 ma orlty for devolutlon then

'the devolutionists. lose, for they only have 36% of theé

total votes possible.

It is a wrecking amendment.

Workers’ Action considers that devolution is a’ harmiul
diversion. We would advise a vote against it. But the enly. -
way to stop the nationalist confusion. getting worse is to

‘deal with such issues cleanly and democratically. The
 Scottish people must have the. nght to decu:Ie =
wsthoot trickery’ like Cunmngham s: R

o Cogpem—

| settlement”" talks. |
- b Whamweet e tattical details, his basic motive is to use’;j_
55 thevthreat o 'the armed struggle in order t6 wrmg more o
:concessuons from Smith. -
. It should not: be thought that the- natlonahst Ieaders_“‘-f
. conferrmiwzth Owen in Malta Joshua Nkomo and Robert
ave any difference from Muzorewa in principle.
They too have been discussing deals which would leave -

Mean- -

.....
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Sadat’s

“ Under the rule of Gamal Abdul Nasser Egypt

was the vanguard of Arab natlonallsm The
policy of the Sadat government has marked a

complete-about-turn.

Sadat has all but completed his -
accommodation to Zionism — though as yet
Israel has offered Egypt little ' * exchange for

this betrayal. He has staked the political future
of Egypt and the Palestinians on the US — the

leading world imperialist and pro-Zionist
power. Now he'is busy asset stripping Egypt

imperialism. -

~ PAUL ADAMS shows how the Egyptlan
bourgeoisié is now rewarding itself

handsomely for its patience in riding out nearly

twenty years of state capitalist development.

IN THE RICH quarters of Cairo

sparkiing limousines and luxur-

lous window displays signal for
the woalthy a return of the
‘good life’. People compare It
the days of Farouk’s
dummy-monarchy, supported

by British imperialism before it

was toppled in 1952, or the hlgh
life of Havana befors Castro’s
overthrow of Batista.
- Sadat's policies are kind to
this golden upper crust. To the
remaining 95% of so of Egypt-
.ian gsociety his ‘Infitah’;, or
‘open door’, -policy’
misery and more misery.
The first steps of this pollcy
came shortly after the 1973 war.
On February 10th 1974 Sadat
promulgated three decrees to

- seek and attract investments.

By June enterprises mvesting
in the Canal Free Zone were
exempted from taxes and
dutigs:in tha rost of Egypt new
would not be re-

quired- t9~pa

a perfod.of five to eight years.

dropped and even more alluring
Incentlves

UNLIKE last year, January
1978 has passed off without
widespread revolt against
policies. The promise
is being held out of a possible

peace and, with peace, a di-

version of the mllltancy budg-

et to social uses, and a chance
to reclaim lost territorles and

lost honour.

Temporarily at least Sadat
seems to have saved himself
from the anger of the workers,
many of whom have swallow-

 ed the anti-Palestinian propa-

ganda of the government and
have no objection to a sell-out
of the Palestinian cause.

But the illusions will soon

burst and then a repeat of the
spon‘iheous eruption that
faced the government after its
budget announcement last

year will' follow. In January

1977 tens of thousands of
workers came out onto the
street in Cairo, Alexandria,
“Aansourah, Kena, Suez and

- SWAn, and strikes brought
*‘m Helwan industrial complex
iz astandstill, | |
| §)en‘enstrators started by

ashing the signs advertls-' -

‘Heykal,
of Al-Ahram, the official news-

spells_

tax on profits for .»

%y and investment banks

- Were exempted from currency_
.contrets __
. Even® this Ataddln s cave of
Incentives falled to bring in n-
vesfments according to the gov-. -
ernment’s plans. So they were -

‘were devised to 1

thwart the problems posed by
the international recession and
pull foreign
Egypt.

At the same time Hassanein
the influential editor

paper, was dismissed over his
criticism of Sadat’'s extreme

pro-US policy. He was replaced

by Ali Amir, whom Nasser had

sacked for bemg in the pay of

the CIA..

Flow

The new philosophy was
clearly expressed by Sadat’s
Prime Minister Mamdouh
Saleh: ‘‘The open door policy
has come up  against
dangerous obstacles:
whose watchword is socialism,
and bureaucratic and administr-.

~ ative complications. The funda-
mental objective is to facititate
a free flow .of |
every obstacle_ closes the door.

a little more’
Or b

ernment is set on the ope

" has been to dissolve the public '
institutions and give economic" o
“units complete freedom ‘to re-
-form the~r admlnistratlon and
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‘investment. to

June 1974 admitted
'motallur?y, bankin

- lged.
were granted to local capital by

two
people

investment; -

same tlmo attowad* -Ecypettana
. doutgn s
-~ firms, off ' ;

Finance Minister.,fi..;f ctively
publie mter’

“Ahmed Abu Ismail: ““The gov- - :
- ﬁoor T
“palicy. One of the first priorities

under the pretext. ol,»tnblmt. -

and publicsectors. . .

remove all. obstacies and hin-
drances to the realisation of this
objective.” Any unit failing to
achieve these ends will be re-
garded as a burden and quurd-
ated’’.

An investment law passed In
foreign
investors to Egyptian industry,
and insur-

previously national-
Comparable - privileges

ance, al

means of roturnlng expropriat-
ed property to former land-

- owners and blg Egypttan cap-
talists.

Another Iaw -voted ,ot tho‘-*

......

import
Impom by - lndlvldupts aad
private firms were legalised,

ing a ‘balance’ b‘N”l‘l prluto

ing it
comparabie to those existlng in

publlc sector

The
crippled, has been eaten away
by a series of laws subjecting it -
to the interests of domestic and

already

international capital,
into a

and turn-
publlc service

Britain and France. 4

in Egypt this stripping of the
state sector by private enter-
prise was not possible without

~challenging the social power of

‘. "’-}cmy

i A
A L

=t
-t Swes

fireaer s

~of thieves!”,

uxury products. They
grabbed brlcks from the many
bnildin sites sprouting up as
land speculation takes
grip. “Thls is a govemment
they shouted.
‘‘Sadat dresses in hi h ‘style,
we livetentoa room!”

About 200 were killed by the
police and army during the
riots, and a new wave of arr-
ests followed in the weeks
after. :

Conditions for the Egyptian
workers are no better today.
Inflation continues at about
30%; unemployment is very
high, particularly in the
conntryside [although about
one million Egyptians ‘work
abroad, mainly in Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf], workers’

wages continue to be miser- |

ably low, and urban over-
crowding means worsening
health, transport, and housing
facllities Removal of subsid-
fes to food prices and booming
land s
worsened conditions.

peculation have further

T .
TN

LT,

ln the oountry

side a law was

passed in 1975 on the proposal

of the big landowner Abu

Wafia. It said:
‘‘Rent should be equal
to seven times the amount of
taxes’’. This mean a 25%
increase. |

rental
simply in monetary terms’’.
Thls had been forbidden since

1952.

¢‘The landowner is auth-
orised to evict the tenant
from the land he rents if the
rent is not paid within two

mon.as after the end of the

—

‘‘The landowner and ten-
ant are authorised to have a
agreement in kind, not

a mighty bureaucratic apparat-
us. Sadat has been cautious not

to stir things up too much too

quickly, for he is wary of a back-'
lash from theselayers.

‘He has ‘assured them that
they: will not -be attacked, and.-

- even - ‘guaranteed . wage. rises .
;throuqheut -the state  bureau- -
‘&gainst the advice of ‘- -
. ternational banking forces who

have warned - of the inevitable
infiation.

‘While: Sadat was Iaoochtno?:; '
thls ‘opsn .door’ policy, Nixon’s
| .-COmmorco Secrotory Frodorlok':

AT

T, e

cial _ y"’

- _national Bank -for- Reeoaﬂruct-v
~ the IBRD the right to . asetate« €

The - 162
law dllowed a three year ap.
The same law also r moved

‘Dent was reminding American M

businessmen of the opportun- into:
“ities it presented. ‘“‘For Americ-  the 1
‘an  business the predicted  ed
$300 billion In oil revenues in Wior!
the Middle East means a., IMF
staggorlng proliferation of  USA
.smgeketing opportqamos for . Beits
bv ¥ything from: ~consumer . {TF
« gootds to whole- tndustrhl syst-  lans,
ems and massive lntrutruct-. are
- ural projects... . own
| “US business has this un-  othe
beatable advantage — the Pres- - in
ident of. the US has already ‘Infil
opened the door to these mark- totad

. ets and has created the most jecte

receptive possible climate for  $1.5
American goods... - Let me woul
assure you that your govern- "kn
ment is not going to Ie__ave you mist
“at the door. We are going  used
- through the door with you and  geng
-we will be on hand to support -near
your commercial efforts where ‘busk
possible’’. - privi
- Dent had his eye above all on food
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf, but  ing,
"Egypt still formed an lmport- . lects
ant part of his glowing vision of . lon:
US profiteering — particularly - Syez
_ because Egypt had always been  facil
‘gseen as the polltlcal tynch- pins - men
“of the Middle East. - ~able
- Egypt continued to devlse - camu
methods of milking state owner- ~ atlor
ship. Another was to vest con- = Proj
trol in private enterprise or  railw
~banks fronting for private busi- -in
nesses. For instance, a recent w»UWE
‘borrowing from the World. - calle
Bank gave the Bank therightto 68!
-vet the appointment-of staff to wﬁ

the Suez Canal Company L

. - ’
Je
,m
2

M
Two otners, frem thev tnter-

< W
- Wi

lon - and- Development,: - give .-

policy 1o theinationatised: %’*
cement works: and the: ¢ig t:or’ K
sell off or otherwise dlspose of - Mt
goods or equtpmaas*hveleagmgn - L
to the" Natlonat« ﬁaltway& com-’ ‘?ﬁ!‘
| bany |

-----
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sists of oie left-l\aﬁserist .
party, the ‘Tagamo’, led_ by =
glar llamentary depnty Khaled.

from the village cor ittees ohieddin, and a number ef
the right to adjr icate in , .-extra-parliamentary groups. ., <
rent disputes, w A..h since ‘Tagupo includes m:exa-
1952 had belong. to them  member of the Egyptian TP ¢
“ rather than the civ " courts. - and it is opposed to the
" The general cifect is ts"" “Infitah’ policy and tu Saﬁ‘f’
push down i+ 2 stu.(.ards - ‘peace’ moves.
" in the countr- .l further, ¥ .' . "While iue- Egyptim
to reintrod- "s of s%rf-"‘ munist Party is the-only rariy =
domanddr- . ~asamis - that has some. implas. .s.*’ " AN
off the lax.a. - ° swelllng among -the pe aney it I8 b
towns.  very weak., Go *mmem gt
As yet t' ~.ses have .acks on it, the j_cse~t wa e-""
no party ¢. . uf uﬁ'fhng “ antl-cor-murism, & d the £. #
them in ‘e :agal_nst  that its policy hrs-L ¢ add
Sadat, The o to . chat of Ieft M. a.ssc. sm

2
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ch of the money pouring
he ‘opening’ created by
fitah policy Is orchestrat-
irough bodies like the
i Bank, the IBRD, and the
It comes not only ‘from the
- but aiso from France
h and West Germany.: .. -«

 oll-rich Saudis &nd Iran“-

18 ‘well as the Giéif-states,
‘on the act, both In their
Ight and as a condult for
people’s money.
the first two years of
h’ US ‘aid’ to Egypt
d $1.4 billion. The pro-
1977 and 1978 figure Is
bllllon -Secratary Dent
- not be <izappointed.
i78'’, repori: *he ‘Econo-
%“$500 mition  will be
lo finance & new power
tlng facitity to be located
suez City, a new agri-
3s project to support new
-sector Iinitiatives in
oductlon and process-
md - several other pro-
notably the reconstruct-
d development -of the
ranal, water and sewage
)8; new. port develop-
jrojects; grain and veget-
jil storage facilities; a
k  plant; tOIecommunlc-
. and two new industrial
(for manufacture of
y wagons and flat glass)’’
idition to all this the US
Iment s busy with so-
technical aid programm-
jning a. ‘new layer of ex-
b run these schemes. =
} costs an enormous am-
-money. Egypt’s trade
ms CE192 mlmonln 1972; - -
-1t was £E1,361- mllllon., o
snormous. lncruus in
jonts on. debt, . Egypt’s -
5t rose from LE545 mill-
Ez.mmmlon bohuun o

‘lnmab
| ﬁ, cash
den of

o8 rlu

oy

rell

......

cept nnswervin lo a.lty

NKS down
The most lmportant of the

W seems to

nnnnn

bers were arrested after
sJanuaary 1977

id1ith o

daily ‘Rouge’,  the

menandthePo ular Demo-

atic antforthe Liberation
Palesﬂne {PDFLP] led by .
ayef Hawatmeh. It was, says

age’theonl toph

3

the USSR] have kept its

ers’ Party, 4S&of whose

FCOraing mthe ﬁench re"d'v.

ls said to be l!nked to
Poo le’s Republic of South

From the ﬁrst days after they had overthrown King Farouk in 1952,

the Free Ofﬁcers led by Nasser introduced reforms des:gned to mod-
ernise’ Egypt, to pull it out of the swamp of economic backwardness

and foreign dependence.

With the expropriations of the early saxt:es the Egy,

big private

the milua
life; it also con troﬂeq,

,_mbetwee@ﬂﬁ audl’ 12,823 -
Yy ampues ..o oo feddcﬁskad‘beenwﬂ o (& eompan .'-
v PIOCIRG . gnd biglandlords. Nosserredtsmbnted neartva mflﬂoa‘fe&dans to
nmmt Im-_i“:-' AR over300 ,000 families. - - |
a2t Along .s‘ide all this arose a Imge state bureaucracy

. The state controlled almost every ¢

ptian govern- .

: - ment created.a state capitalist econom y in which what remmed of
capital had lostdl control over tkelrpMpemy
On the Iand the pvemmnt s policies i

contrasted s mtk ﬂte

iﬁf?rhnked mth
aspect of e ecouomw

through an official press and censorshij

. through huge women’s and youth organisations, and through ¢ ¢
sole polmcol party, the Arab Socialist Union — the cultuml

. and poht:cal hfe af the nation.

PLAYS LIKE Jim Allen’'s

‘The Spongers’ always spark

- oft argumonts about accur-
acy.
Someone wants to know
whether all councillors are as
. smug, heartless, ineffectual

or ignorant as those in the

play. Are all social workers
as useless as that? Are all

 social security tribunals really
dominated by
bastards who could break
stones with their faces if they
were in a chain gang?

To those too blind to see we
offer the answer: ‘‘No. Not
all. We know, the one that liv-
es in your street..

But finally the questlons are
forgotten: ‘‘She kills herself
and her four kids at the end.
Now, don’t tell me every
mother whose furniture s
carted off by the bailiffs does
herself in like that!”’

‘The Spongers’ Is set ag-
ainst the background of Jubl-
lee celebrations in a Mersey-
side town. While thousands
are being spent on the festiv-

‘itles and souvenlr crowns for

the kids ‘so that they’ll re-

member in years to come’,
the council Is impiementing
the cuts.
© Itis a Labour council. There
Is a bit of opposition. But it
doosn 't matter.
Pauline Crosby
of four whose husband has
left her. One of her_children,
Paula, is a mongol

and fails to get the Supple-
mentary Benefits Commission
to pay her rent arrears be-
" fore the bailiffs come and take
~her furniture away. At the
same time, because of the
cuts, Paula Is moved from the
hom'e where she is happy
and put into an old age home

where her fits start again. Mrs

middie class

is a mother

The play
shows how Mrs Crosby tries

3

Israel.

) i

' TO UNDERSTAND the develop-

ment of ‘Infitah’ we must look

back to 1972. In that year Sadat
expelled Soviet technlcians and

instructors from Egypt. The open
breach resulted from Russia’s
policy of detente.

Since 1956 the Soviet Union

and its satellites had been the
chief arms suppliers to Egy

In the :period of the oold war
Russia had nothing to lose by
this policy. Indeed, it built up
a substantlal clientele throughout

the nationalist regimes in the

Middle East.

Towards the end of the Nasser .

regime Egyptian leaders had de-
cided that the ‘voice of battle’
would get them nowhere against
ut they drew hope from
the nature of the UN resolutlons
at the end of the 1967 war that

o ‘with Russian support Israel could

be pressured into concessions.

" The development of detente
~ seemed to hold out the promise
“ that the US could be brough

the act under Russian pressure.

r ‘after Nasser’s
powers would
to bring pressure

have to deci

on Israel, or Egypt would have to
decide in favour of war to foroej

the result.
“But the great |

| obvious decision ln 1971. Russia
did not deliver promised arms

FRANK IVES reviews ‘The Spongers’ by
shown as BBC1’s Play for Today on Tue

Crosby flghts and fails to get
the decision to remove Paula
reversed.
the only answer she gets.

If the play were not so
obviously accurate no-one
would bother to accuse it of
‘sloganising’, ‘untruthfulness’

or ‘exaggeration’. The news-
papers who only care about
the  Maria Colwells and
Stephen  Menheniotts as
iong as their stories seli
papers — when are they as
accurate about the social

services or the system’s vict--

ims as this
that matter,
news whlch preceded ‘The
Spongers’ or ‘Tonight’ which
followed it more truthfut,
less propagandistic?

Stuart Weir, who worked as
a researcher on the play, has
written in ‘New Societly’ of

play? When, for

‘‘the effort which Allen [the

playwright], Garnett [the pro-

- ducer} and Joffe {the director]
the auth-

put into establiishing
enticity of their materiai.

Jim Allen was initially
ingpired by the actual
drawal of three mentally hand-

icapped children from a well-

run voluntary home by Sal-

-ford social- services. Both -he.

and.Joffe researched tt s real-

life affair |

“It’s policy’’, is .

is the nine o clock ~

with-

thoroughly -

im Allen,
Yy 24 January

though they make important
changes in what happens in
the play.

““They undertook research
on all the significant events in
the play — the powers of the
bailiffs, the conduct of the
Suppiementary Benefit trib-
unals, the shift in social serv-
ices policy towards ‘commun-
ity care’, the impact of public
expenditure cuts on local auth-
ority services, council prepar-
ations for the jubilee, and so
on. They took on two special
advisers and consulted
widely. |

““This was a largely improv-
ised play. And the cast, too,
undertook their
search....”’

But the play was not
cent’ realism. How could it
be? 1t wasn't made by inno-
cents. How should it be? it
is committed, sharp-witted,
keen-sighted, elliptical,
orical, didactic... as any real-
ism must be if it is not to de-
generate into meaningless,
random impressionism. -

The theme of ‘spongers’ is

very skilfully worked. out
through the play. From the
titie- frame with pictures of
the Queen and Prince Philip
behind t
Social

t into

ed 1971 ‘the year of_ pa

wers took no |

end. | |
| At the centre there is a brief .

own  re-

‘inno-

rhet-

“title through the
security trials to the .

- . .
. =
.

supplies, and the May

far more interested in detente
and the situstion In the lndlan
sub-continent

The only posslblllty for the Eg-

yptian ' government seemed to
be to drop the Russian connect-
ion, swing towards the US, and

force the Nixon govemment to

act by lnltiating a ‘war of diplom-
~atic manoeuvre’. That war toolr

place the following year. -
These considerations brought

"Egyrt back into the orbit of

world imperialism. In itself this
meant considerable pressure by
imperialism for the opening up of

Egypt to capitalist lnvestment

outside the control of the E

~ ian state. The the
amrht state

dismantling of
capitalism was lnevltable

But this course might have met

the state apparatus If it wmnot
the case that eeonomlc IM. ,

with

ical chmg

" Thus tbe bourgeoiﬂe the
upper echelons of the state appar-
atus, and the rural rich could
easily collaborate on the same
course of destruction of the old
state capltallom.

scene in a ‘working men’'s’
club where the audience
laughs easily at jokes about

- ‘Scroungers on the dole’ —

Pauline too. A community

worker argues with a couple of
workers about the system.
They prefer to believe the
‘comedian’s line.

As any socialist knows, it
is often impossible to convlnce_
workers of the injustices going

on-in front of them. But tele-
vision creates a new reality the

way explanation
Hopefully, for
watched ‘The
the lives in the

cannot.
many who
Spongers’,

play will

have entered their lives. They -
~will become as real as those of -

‘the bloke who lives in our
street who...

If it does thoro witl bo fowor
who will echo the bitter r
signation of Pauline’s nelg

"bour: ‘‘She should have stuck*i‘*?- ,

it out like the rest of us’’. -

And more who will begin to

fight back

1972
summit showed that Rnsslu Was

. £ * e ’ . P - . s " e ® W L . . .
aro., . \
. . .
: . - .
- ] . . - .
.o N B ' b
i A e L R~ TP I PO . .

A T Ty VT

A i

R A e e S R AT



23N . . - . . . cpe st % g o - hi 4 = . . .. S SN " . el - - hd T ee e T T - T
e A T Ry W, e Y g ipgrrarie A PV g eV am L et twba L L e enm et M W oe " et R AR TR "Rl o I PRI o 41*.. W oheh W»»y;ﬂaww(u, B T T e wa, Y e e, mﬁv APPSO WO W——m“m ———— N P Ry e TV | BN T THyrn N N T -

- g@-‘c'. .
. . ’ l ..
o . -”}. -
) ° . ‘. .
. e - 4
. . ) I
..'i.. - l
: : p o
.~ . : . Vh?'.‘,.
‘ B
e ' ..o‘ﬂ. .I.r. :..'
| L ‘ Ve I : .f
ﬁ :
1 el
r{" ’ iy s 3
f:. . i / ,. . _-..' ¥ -
i( ) o .'.‘ - -
2 A L 5
B
. =
\'l ; . 3 ¥ >
R . 't{_.' " ; :
c "f;\[f |
N A
}::" - ' . : ' . : 2 s. - ; o '.' ' A.':.[ -
. > - - . . 3 1 . - . .
AN T MONAD PRESS ave rec- B
e o o . 3 :

ently published the fourth

. and final volume of Farrell - [EEEEEEE

|  Dobbs’ memoirsasa
- 1  Teamsterleaderand
- - Trotskyist organiser in
' .. America during the 1930s.
i . The four volumes, Teams- .
~ ter Rebellion, Teamster
- Power, Teamster Politics -
§ , -and Teamster Bureau- 3
8 . cracy,describethe R IV M ¢ § B NEN OO RP VM - -;
~' ‘stru gles of the Minnea-
-.»pohs lorry driversand =
-~ ~their Trotskyist {eadership O .
. AR ai““ the bosses, the Womeu Uuder tlce J‘aekboat ﬁ; Doy
{1 State and Federal Govern-  The fact that an } such |
{ .- ments, and the bureau- “as-fascism (or bourgeols dem- -~ - |
. crats who controlled the m, for that- "W h‘ <
International Brotherhood “-social  implications g |
RN 3 age of $11 for a 60-hour week a rally In Minneapolis wascall- _atorial powers over the Minn- R ; .OPPI‘O“ on, evem to . M ot
; SIMON TEMPLE In 1933 to $33 for 44 hours in  ed off ~when. the ‘Defence- eapollsp Tgamstera Under § - mtten whlchmm FEEI
¥ | revie‘w’s the Series.” -'1940 | -Guard occupied the halrwhefe - tlvege circumstances, a mass § =~
. VP S ~ . - The "-growlng mliltancy- the meseting was to beheid. meetmg ‘of 4,600 members =
S O | o _within the ranks did. not. go . . After that they had .to. aeek - voted. in June 1941 to goover R
m THE EARLY 193@. THE . “down at all well with Danlel J. ¥ ot.har towns, .where the . work-.. . to the alternative: trade-union. § - « p
i | E B e __ ' Tobin, president of the Inter-x,.;..:--,.,-_ors were mtso wellorganisadd. feﬁemtion ..... mo 010 where & - § . . §
2 ‘ S lah domlnm tfn - nationa Bromerhoed of Team- - . - Through:most of the period - gection of - the . leadership J e T
raila 1ex , ~ . sters. in- prﬂ 1935 he revoked :.-;_‘.,;,..::after 1934, the local  union arounﬁ uam Mlm Warkers B % .. o T
 mhare ~ -the-Local’s ‘charter with . the j;~:-1;f~'.;published_ a weekiy;,;j;pdpgr O int John. L. Lwia m s By TRRGY
£ to -+ intention-of “splitting up. 14‘!9}‘..,,.;1;"?1" Northwest Orgenia .,r,'. oppaaer :lot-tﬂ osevelt. - . - Q- Ave T
4 - | -memtrershlvand Xp .Hng the ~ which -played: en Jimportant: - t‘f- o G0 ;-_f.} e
- militants. - - roleinthe mmhtng dri iés of . would not: santctlon the mﬂon.. . ~ R
sed In ite -American - . H® reckaned wﬂhwt the- . . the late 1930s. -organising drive -among e
daratiing .ﬂ me,] to 0*9-* base which Loecal 574 had bulit -/  But as'well mdealhm with- tramon ‘workers that could - o
- anise ‘etfectively In the basic, - for -tself in the labour move- ‘everyd.ay trade union mattera ; have created a mags revolt-‘§- . .
: -f'mut“ roduction aoctlom of ~ ment around .it. His various .- the NWOQ ri ht. from 1937 . st Tobin and his jaekboot;“z o e T R S T A TR S T RN T g ’
i | tean indastry attempts to Isolate the Trot- - was warning the dang or ofas.‘ msthods. “Instead they-were § = I& . A
~ The, Mtnneapolis; Teamsters = SKYist leadership of the driv- new imper allst war. 1t den- _ |eft to the tender mercies of B the 'd“' otW eimleich. o
were one of three groups that ~ ors failed completely and the  ounced the course the Roose-  Tobin’s hired thugs, who sign- 'For Reich, blolm dom
3 started the revolt in 1934 and alternati® branch that he set  veit administration was taking ed "sweetheart” contracts ined psychology; and. p ]. o
' paved the way for industrial up — "Local 500" — never had  which led towards US particip- with the employers and forced - ogy detormined ‘. & " 2l amd ﬁ
Pnlonism. The others were the  More than a few dozen mem- , ation In the slaughter. the workers to pay dues to the economic relations, rather T
e Electric Auto-Lite workers in bers. - Even when the AFL The paper argued that war IBT — often at gunpoint. than the other wa: round For .
Totedo. Ohlo. and the West presldent Willilam Green sent would come about as the capit- At the same time, the FBI  example, he Iaid the blame for
Coast dockers. . | special representative to alists of different countries was preparlng to frame up 29 -  the degeneration of the Russ-
In three hard-fought strikes Mlnneapolls he was unable to  sought to get a bigger share of including the entire " 1an Revolution the psychol .
between February and August ~ Dreak the strength of the  the world market and that the e ershl of Local 544 and an °¥°t‘|‘l ‘n"“ =
3 1934, the General Drivers  drivers’union. workers had no interest In  several of the national leaders ogy of the Russian masses -
i Local (branch) 574 won union | such a struggle. of the SOclallst Workers Party. who, he said, were psycholog- B
recognition, first from the coal ° . | The Pagy s national secretary lcnlly crlppled, ‘unready and o
4 merchants and then from most , ICtOf'Y J'?mes Cannon was among unwilling for the llbentlon B
other transport concerns. | . t L haraed with which Octobor 1917 brought. '~ |
: . In the course of the strikes, . They were char w He went on to ldentl!y Stal-
{ streets stopping any scab up and they were reinstated, govornmont and advocating an lden !n a2 mnn' TS
trucks they found. A picket as Local 544, on terms that " such an overthrow by force . Y, l‘ rgrt R
despatcher at the strike head- were, in effect though not on and violence. ; 5‘;::: . r:::ﬁn “ an Ry
QUII:O ;. could‘rgs?“rolnfo':-cg. ?t?ep gzrgac:cTapc')?te vn_ctory e s 8 Ms. Collins also seems *tb -.
i ments to any picket line where - ‘ | ~' IR
was established so that pickets rom Tobin, an organising | rather s tic ideas ut,. L
did not hIV. to go home to drive was Iaunched which cul- . gem.]lty th.t mongmy
eat; and a temporary hospital minated in the creation of an After a lengthy trial before a comes into the same ¢ Yy
was establish to prevent in- 11-state Area Contract fO( long loaded jury they were all clear- of u.nm."' “ "m. L
Jjured strikers being arrested distance drivers, signed In ~ed of conspiracy to overthrow verslon (unsp od)
{ _at the regular hospitals. A August 1938. This campaign the government. But 18 were | She doesn 'tmentlontllltl‘ e
Women's ux“].ry was form- alone recruited 200,000 mem- convicted Of - advocatin f:pen lch ho '” T A
od whhh ntamd the ttrlko - bers to the IBT, compared violent overthrow and jailegd ’lr l"e ml:loqen.my
the later part of the strike the 80,000 in 7839, and put the . anThe m‘avn usséd for the pur- ﬂndp:ven lnrder to M 3' SN
; drivers published a 4-page I::"{:]Sfm:fg e“,!}ga!gad|;$ gg;- pose was the 1940 Smith might be s better N
| n o o e e r
,{ d.“y p.'p.r, The org.nl‘.f unlong g _ nGagn Act and the case 0 Ve tom, .x“’t l. | .
: | From the start, the Trotsky- Earrell Dobbs brought a storm of protest : g in social terms we
Murder ists recognised the need to from trade union and liberai . OI’S m Reich’s biolog- -~
, unite the struggles of employ- - sources. They included the .tcal determiniam, whlch turn-
| | o ed and unemployed workers. As Northwest Organiser put national ClIO, the United Auto ed le’
Minneapolis was at that Many of the unemployed it, ‘‘J.P.Morgan. (a leading Workers, the United Rubber n:ln peopio’s r
! | time a .notoriously anti-union had joined the picket lines and banker) has a gun. He Uﬂgfﬂ' Workers and the Interrational (sexual) energy fette
E town, and the bosses’ organis- fought aiongside the drivers urned from a sojourn in Scot- | adies Garment Workers, as unfettered.
28 ation — the Citizens Alliance during the 1934 -strikes. Iland where he was shootin well as the American  Civil Reich lutor claimed to have
Z — organised a number of Afterwards an auxiliary sect- rouse. iIf he wants to defen Liberties Union and various isolated "orgones" in his lab-
) 4 ~attempts to beat down the jon of the union with its own is investments, let him take black organisations. ‘ oratory, to have discovered
pickets by brute force. When  pffices and regular meetings hh AN and flght for them. But Although, in the end, Local thereby the cure for camcer,
that failed, the police turnedto  was formed to organise the tlet him try to force us to 544 was amashed, its history is etc. The point iIs that the
4 cold-blooded murder, shooting unemployed. It fought a series ﬂoht for him. And don’t let  full of valuable lessons In method, the assum cof. ..
several dozen pickets and kill-  of battles with the city relief  him try to lie about any fake:  trade union and revolutionary. Reich’ hte ok £ ed BRI o
ing two of them. - authorities and the managers - 'war for democracy’. tactics — most of which can eich 8 rwo B8 oo

ut despite ail this and even

the intervention of the Nation-
al Buard, the transport firms

 couldn’t break the strike and

had to give in. Minneapolis
was on the way to becoming a

- union town.

Over the next few years the
drivers won big improvements
in conditions, including paid
holidays and a seniority

system for lay-offs. Wages -

were pushed up from an aver-

Page &

- of federal "make work” proj-

ects — to such effect that
Minneapolis soon had the
highest relief rates
country.

When a fascist organisat-
lon, the Silver Shirts, tried to
organise in the city, Local 544
established a Union Defence

‘Guard which drilled regularly

and prepared to deal! with any

- fagcist = attacks. The one

attempt of the fascists to hoid

in the

But by 1940 the tide was
turning against Local 544. The
great organising drives of the

mid-1930s had largely come to

an end, and the government’s
war preparatlons were being
stepped up. The majority of
the trade union leaders, and
especnally Tobin, were lming

to support Hoosevelt des- -
ptte the hostility of many of
their members.

Tobin ried to Impoaq dlct--

still be applied today. |
' The basic point Is one made
obbs himself at.

by Farrell
the end of Teamsfer Bureau-

cracy, where he says: ‘“‘The
Iabour‘

principal lesson for.
‘militants: to draw . from the

- Minneapolis experience is not

that, under an adverse relat-
lomi’ulp of forces, the workers
can be overcome; but that,

with proper ludonhlp. thoy
‘¢an overcomse.”’

A s —

a loglcal consequence. of llb S

earlier assum tlonl.
While Rel

be a usefal source of‘:dm, o
both about the history and the: -~ .~
,moehulnubof repression _,uul LR
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. Industrial Democracy
- Post Office is now officially
- under way.

The new Post Office Board

-_has held :its first meetmg
~ with \'7 management mem

- of t

in the

ers, 7 umon,members and §
mdependents :

Who are the "worker dtr-,f .
-ectors”? There are three full. -
-time. ofﬁcmls,
v1sors or -

raak

‘Board' gnembers were. ap

Moreover,

scheme has only just started -
it is beset by inter-union dis-
putes. For political reasons

the Government wanted it
introduced as soon as poss-

~ tble, but the Post ce

unions are still squabbling

over the shanng out of the

bureaucratic spotls.

- At the Government’s press
conference to launch the new
board, - strict - instructions

| ,-f.-were glven to the trade un-

ionists not to mention -the
disa ﬁteements on other parts

e scheme. When one
enterprising journalist from

dustry Minister Eric Varle

__simply’ put an end to the

| ,\ 7:’?,‘press conferencel

The main area of dlsagree |

Clare Russell reports -
on the Sociallst-Fem-

___toist conferenco in

"IN THE. numbers of women

tallure.

1,000 —
the conference was a ‘remark-
able success. In terms of ciari-

'fylnf 'tho basis of socialist-
femin

sm it was an abysmal

The only proposais taken at

- the end of the conference were

to have another.one next year
and to adopt Scarlet Woman

“as the.open journal of the soc-

iallst-femimst current.
Attempts to define what is

- meant by feminism or social-
".- ism were scrupulously avoid-
- ed for fear of creating
“eo. ot ions within the movement. So

- .there were no answers to the -
- questions: why do many fem-
- .---.inists expllcitly reject the class

three super- -

. management-: R

ade emgloyees, -and: one - U

member,.

from the POEU. There is one- . -
woman, from the: CPSA al-_l-:”-' e N

| .. ial Times started
asking questions on this; In-

em;)eys a very hlgh pmport-- 7 ment .1s #i-th Telecomms
- ion of women.- . busmess ‘The, postal side is .
< In .-'some - cases these - relatively simple: there are

;}oniiy three: unions involved, -
ntea . th the vast . majority are-r._:
- Executive Commtttee, | and . UPW members:\ But-
- _notelected atall.

e ~ Telecomms six unions are i
althou gh the

-volved, -and- there is- chaos . -
- over the dlstnbutlon of seats.

The CPSA and the UPW

have about equal member-
ship in Telecomms. CPSA is ..
demandmg equal represent-
ation at local level and an

extra seat at regional level
(i.e. 6 not S as against the

- UPW’s 8).

The squabble has been
conducted entirely at nation-
al level. No information has
come down to the members

in any of the unions involved.

‘However, it appears that

i in the same week that the

pew Board had its first meet-

the CPSA Post Office
Group had an- emergency
Executive meeting

to dis-

cuss an ultimatum from the

UPW. If the CPSA would not
agree, the UPW considered

that the CPSA had no further

- pressure and accept what is = -
: offered, ortake the issue to -
! their" members.
result might be the CPSA '
wrthdrawm -altogether from
~ the scheme ‘but this seems -
- unlikely because of the stake

~come ofﬁc1als have in 1t

.
n'n I

Meanwhtle the SOCIety of
Civili and Public Servants
(SCPS) has had a Special

Conference to decide what it

should do after being ref-
used a seat of its own on the
PO Board. In the end they
agreed to take what the

| could get, and are trying to

enter agreement with the
mana ement union POMSA

to ’‘share’ the POMSAs,]

Board member.
Thus all the Post Office .

‘unions are now officially

committed to participation.
Details remain to be settled,
however, ln a nnmber of

R se'é;ns that CPSA will
,elther have to bow to UPW -

The ‘end -

K
ey
'.;S'

loeg o N
e -

rial Democracy” for what'it. - P,
- is. But militants in the Post -

~ Office lost the first round'on -
"ID”, and we are now.sad: =
“dled with the experiment for -
. two years, while- campalgn-i* .

against its continuation.

or a start, the scheme is
called industrial democracy,
so let’s begin with the unions
telling us what they are

~ doing. We don’t want the
rank and file to

et embroil-

ed in . the ureaucrats’

squabbles, but if trade union '

action is to be affected by
these disputes let us at least
have ‘the facts and the
documents. .

Secondly we should seek

to ensure that representat-
ives at all levels are elected
~and accountable.

Third: an oppressive cloak

of Business Secrecy seems to

be descending on the free-

" dom of Board members to in-

form their unions what they

learn on the Board. We

should insist: open the books
and the Board meetmgs! Full |

These bureaucratlc carve--, .
ups should show.up "Indust- .
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of the women’s |
movement and the need to'

divis- -

_-part to play in the expertm- |

struggle?
proclaimed socialists -defend
the continued oppressnon of
women‘? |

Agreemeniton the six points

build an autonomous women'’s
movement appeared to be the
minimum basis of agreement

between the socnallst-
- feminists.
The question, autonomy

from what, nearly always got

the reply: autonomy from left .

wmg organisations.
‘There was hardly any

'»-atternpt to differentiate be-
tween the left- -wing groups.

For some women, this flowed

from a clear relectlon of the

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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y do some selt-

liberation |

. :.need to build a revoiutionary[ |
* party ‘and of the need to in-
tegrate the demands of women

‘into a unified revolutionary
programme.

So then what? The socialist-
feminist current does not ally
itself with the fight to build a
revolutionary  working-ciass

party,. and it is not a broad

campaigning movement,

| either. The major concern ol

the documents and the dis-
cussions at the conference was
to define ‘socialist-feminist

practice’ as a distlnctlve sort
- of politics. |

Life-style politlcs was  the

- answer for some. Many soc-
- ialist-feminists

place great
stress on_breaking down the
division between personal and
political

1t is true that often male

arrogance towards women has

been regarded as a purely

personal — j.e., accidental —
matter, whereas in fact it is a
social and political
menon, needing political act-
ion to change it. But often
feminists get the relation up-
side down. Instead of seeing
the need for pollticai action to
resolve apparently ‘personal’
issues, they resort to personai
self-improvement to resoive
political issues.

Thus they become (to adapt
Marx’s description of ‘the
utopian socialists) ‘‘a move-
ment which

hope of overturning the old

world by using the huge com-

bination of means provided by
the latter, and seeks rather to
achieve lts salvation In a

private manner, behind the
back of society,

. Ilmttod condltlons of exist-

withln its own

ence..
Thls tendency was aptiy

- reflected in a document from.
- Margaret Coulison of Soc1alist-
,-ChaHenge < o
| “The revolutlonary process ~
- at some point must involve a
| -confrontation with the capital-- -
'.ist state..
~Hind ways otchanging what we "

{but] we have to

can now {not waitmg for some

pheno-._

renounces the

m:racle utoplan revolution to-
sort everything out for those
who stay around long enough
to benefit). It means challeng-

ing oppressive
within ourselves as well as in
the external world, and striv-

ing towards some ideal of
-revolutionary personal auto-

nomy’’.

Freedom is the recogmtlon
of necessity, declared Hegel
and Engels. But Coulson seeks

autonomy from the necessities
of disciplined struggle for the

working-class revolution she
so cynically dismisses as an

‘utopian miracle’. -
- This cynicism about revolut-
ion serves as a conduit to the

anti-revolutionary politics of-

the Communist Party. The CP
has gained influence® among
the socialist-feminists, and
there were probably more
members of the CP than of
any other left organisation at
the conference. Many femin-
ists — it seems — are willing

~ to forgive the CP its reformist

and - Stalinist class-struggle

: pO|ItICS as long ‘as it allows

autonomy to women mil-

|tants

- Di ws:on

Ono of the main aims of soc-
jalist-feminism Is to examine
the connections between patri-
archy [i.e. male domination]

and capitalism. But in practice -

a division has occurred.
The fight

archy has become the domain
of socialist-feminists: the class

struggle the domain of men on
the left.

'Qur task then as secnalist-

_- femmists (as distinct from our
- tasks. as female: revolutlonary
socialists) is not to build a van-. .
guard revolutionary --organis-
~ation to help the ‘working class
overthrow . capitalism, -but 0.
‘infiltrate_ every organisation |
- whose activities impinge upon. -
. the lives.of women, from revo- -
iutionary groups. to tenants’

structures .

against - patri-

/%
»

i ¢ . f‘ M

reports back to the workers.
in the Post Office. |
As for the union s juabbl-

ing, the answer is to be m a S

campaign for a unified
Office

POEU w1th CPSA PO work-
ers, and forget the rows!

 CHRIS WHYTEHEAD

' CPSA Bristol DPS.

associations in'

amongst women so that patri-

archy will be overthrown at -

the same time as caPitalism”

(from a 'socialls femlnlst
document in Scarlet Woman'’

'no. 5).

This duaiist concept was
closely echoed by the IMG:

- “We, feel that there Is a
- danger of some socialist-fem-
~inists seeing ‘their main role.
on the -

- ‘male left’. This can.lead to a
~ concentration . on

-issues to the exclusion of ex-
plicitly . feminist issues. We - - -
see socialist-feminism as a .
‘way of politicising - feminist

as a pressure group

issues as much as feminising
trade union issues’’.

This approach ghettoises
women and in fact lets men off
the hook. With the knowledge
that the socualist feminists
have got the women's issue In
hand they can get on with org-

anising the class struggle.
~ ; The current rise of the soc-

| iallst,iomlnict curreant comes
- out of the decline of the Work-
ing Women’s Charter Camp-

aign,” which got sidetracked
into focusing on paper support

from trade union bureaucrats.

More generaily it is the result
of the weakness of revolution-

~ ary socialism, and the fact that

for many pooplo communism
is identified with Stalinism. As
one woman at the conference

said, ‘‘socialism in Russia was

bullt on the backs of women’’.

There i3 a role for an organ-
- Isatlonally autopomous move-

ment of soclalist women —
but it lies in orientating to-

wards working-class women,
- and ‘bullding o
- working-class based women’s
‘movement, soparato fromand -
- in: opposltlon to:- bourgeols = -
feminism. The -road the soc- ~ - .
s lailst-tomlnict current' is pur-
-present leads in the -
-"fopposito -direction: .channell«
- -ing revolutionary-minded wo-
-men -towards -the:
" -‘patty-beurgeols mdividullltm
© and reform sm :

a mass, mllltcnt

-politics of

 Page7

nion for basic ades |
— merge the UPW and the

ordet to .
spread our subversive ideas
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While anti-tascist coaches
Leeds -and

searched
coming into Manchester, the

Front were courteously ferrled

in by police'in four coaches at .
than

 strikebreaking will be

. .. v
I _.'_q.g,l.‘-o-*‘J“l-n’MﬂMQ%Fﬁ.——J&..n_‘,ﬂ..h';.; .
. -

© 30% Increase

i .
.f

. i: i .
y

N

.

K

'i‘.

BP, Euo, T‘ano , ' and Shill
oll tanker drivers are banning
overtime and rest-day working

in pursuit of thelr wage clalm.

But 200 Moblil drivers — the
smaliest of the ‘Big 5’ ofl
‘compasiles — are reported to

have accepted 10%.

e

A large part of this contus-

" jon has been caused by the

T&GWU “national officials,

“who stalled negotiations on

the claim — due for settie-

" ment on Novemmber 22nd last

year — spparently untll they

w what happened to the fire-

men. So bad did the situation
become fhat West Midiands

_drivers struck for a day.last
“month to demand some action

in-'the negotiations. -

"~ The drivers’ claim is for a
on the current
iver) of

it ls, however, quits clear

s9 = more than
e - tothe pay | snd the gov-
"% ernment havs been” making

It is difficult to estimate

how much effect an overtime

ban will have. Eight to-ten

" hours overtime per week s
‘standard for most drivers and

the ban wlill disrupt delivery

patterns. Refusal to take out
vehicles with minor defects

could rapidly Increase the

amount of time they spend in

the workshops. |

< probable that deliv-
erles from the firms involved
in the action .will.be cut by
between 35% and 50%. But
 the overall effect will-be deter-
mined by whether drivers em-

1t is
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big fight if they are

Timit; an
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- wardes carve-up
12,000 jobs lost this year and a
 total of at least 30,000 by 1980.

LEYLAVND‘\‘car division work-
ers face a two-pronged attack on
‘thelr jobs and conditions.

- The widely publicised Ed-
will mean

And the national joint negot-
iating committee will soon pre-
sent the shop floor with propos-
als for an incentive scheme
which will require thousands of

jobs to be lost throughout the

cars division if bonus is ever to
bereached.
The bonus would be earned

only when 92% of ‘budget’ is
achieved — and management

——

has sole right to determine what
‘budget’ is. At Rover Solibull, .

500 jobs would have to go jast
for a chance of earning the

bonus. At Longbridge, manage-

ment plan to impose 800 jobs
to go from body and assembly
and 580 from painfand trim —
before the bonus scheme has
even been accepted! o
‘The Longbridge™ Works
Committee has said they will
support any section that takes

action mgainst cutbacks. But

they have also made it clear that
they are not prepared to call for
or lead any action.

This leaves the - workforce

OVER 1,000

hall In Manchester.

. Once again, Chief Constable
James Anderton announced
he had secretly met National
Front leaders beforehand to
-arrange ‘safe conduct to and
from Hyde town hail. Police,
leave had been cancelted all
day, and the whole thing was
turned into a professional mil-
with 2,000
protect the  Front

itary = operation,
police to \
* fram the gntl;faSCIst.s .

anti-fascists
turned out on Thursday 24th
January to picket the National
Front meeting in Hyde town

from Lancaster,
Sheffield were

8.30, an

hour later
expected. |

Pickets who arrived at S5pm
found the police already wait-
ing. But the picket clearly
warned off any casual observ-
ers, and less than 100 hard-
ine NF supporters got .into
the meeting, which broke up

after only an hagg.
- Eight- anti-fascists

-t

N\

T

were

A

strike. | |
These appear to centre on
moving fuel from the major

detailed plans for breaking the

- oill depots to a limited number

of fuel ‘distribution points

 [possibly by army tankers].

A priority supply schedule has

 been drawn up to supply the

post office, the transport syst-
em, airports, schools, hospit-
als, blocks of flats and some
government bulidings. The

army has already drawn up a

list of all its HGV drivers so
they can be used for strike-
breaking.

The government does face
some problems, though, Army
loss
easily accepted than during
the firemen’s strike, and it is
not at all certain that there

‘are enough army drivers with

the necessary.
handle the work.

There is also a political di-
lemma for the government.
They do not want a fuel short-
age and resulting mass lay-
offs, especially in a probable

training to

election year; stlil less do they
nm:it a breach in the 10%
mii. -

The overtime ban will be

“useful In running down supp-
lles [London Transport keeps

13 days supply, the National

Frelght Corporation four days,
and the largest private -haul-

age firm, SPD, six weeks'], .

but it is unjikely to win the

claim. All-out strike action will

be needed to do that,

smalier firms oo
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b open'to being carved up

Lt 1 by section.

M v-agement plan to close
40~ ne mini track this week.
., cest of the mini assembly
saup have voted to walk out if
this. happens. Workers’ Action
supporters are pressing for such

action to

be generalised

throughout Longbridge on the

basis of ‘one out, all out’.

But more even that solidar-
ity throughout one plant will be
needed. Combine-wide solidar-
ity is the only way to stop the

cal've 'up o

arrested.
The

calling for the removal

Chief - Constable

-ation with the Front.
~ On March
will be needed 1o
a planned NF meeting at
Bolton town hall.

L g

picket was cailed by
North-West TUC anti-racist
committee, and was supported
by the revolutionary left and
Labour Party organisations.
Workers’ Action supporters in

Manchester Labour Party aref
0

“Anderton

on the grounds of his repeated
behind-closed-doors collabor-

J.D.

AGAIN

10th su‘ppo'rt’
picket

" SUE ARNALL

AS PART of their l:amp‘éi. n ag-

AS WELL AS discussing the posit-

-l
-

alnst the high-handed action of
the EETPU Executive in suspend-

ion of the branch, the Cardiff
meeting also heard about the si-

.- on Chapple’s vendetla -against . -
. leading mempers of the branch.
;.. ment those Cardiff sparks who_  “57 7 - Ehe
STl ol up “to the ‘conference 'Ol . el A
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ing their branch [see WA 74,
sparks from the Cardiff area -met
last Wednesday, 25th, to discuss
what action to take. | |
. The meeting heard that despite
repeated requests for information
on what the latest position was,
there had been nothing but
silence from EETPU general sec-
retary Frank Chapple. The branch
is stiil getting normal correspond-
‘ence from the union, but they are
being denied copies of the EC
minutes. Presumably’ Chapple
hopes that this will ‘reduce the
possibility of a fight-pack.
The meeting was in no doubt
‘as to Chapple’s real reasons for
wanting the branch ciosed down.
These weie to keep Billy Wil -
iams, a well-known left-winger in
“the union, out of the recent Ruies

Revision Conference, and to carry
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-~ "The branch has taken steps
try to reverse Chapple'sdictat. A

- petition signed Dy a large number
- of sparks in the Cardiff area,

. demanding an end to the suspens-
= jon, was presented 1o the ‘_
their meeting on Monday 30th. A -
national. petition is being circul-
ated by the paper ‘Rank and File .
Contact’. As well as calling for the
reinstatement of the | Cardiff
branch, this also demands the re-
ture of full union rights to the
West London  Supply- Branch,
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“allaction has -

.

G at  through the area offic
“Cardift at least they-
* refused-to sanction anythin
. -The only areas where here-is
strike action over ‘the £1.75 are .
~ places like Leeds and. She jald

loyers.

uation in the contracting industry. R
A new JIB wage rate of £1.53'an
hour, plus 22p in -'lieu_df;.fbﬁ-niﬁ '
payments, _makinga1 a minimem
rate of £1.75 an ho
“been agreed by the union and em- -
gver,
een vetoed by the Labourgov- - -
ernment, who have ‘stopped the . -
paymentofthe2p. o -

ur, has:just

This has, h
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~ where there is strong rank-and--
~file organisation. - T a- .

“"Chapple's reasons for taking
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which like Cardiff was suspended

just before Conference, and the
Swindon branch, which has been

suspended for two.years!

ETPU branches throughout
the country should make sure they
get hold of copies of the petit-
jon. They should also bombard the
EC with resolutions condemning
the suspension and put all poss-
ible pressure on their regional EC
members to" vote for such resol-
utions. If Chapple’s gangster-
like leadership is going to be beat- -

en on this issue, thenit'sup tathe ‘down his throat”. = 7

rank and filetodoit.

this fine seem clear. Contract
sparks have a trad ition or. JRGH

endent action and have'built up

extensive rank and-file: lidks over . -

the years. By forcing them fo-acl™ = . *
through. official channels;-as.well - - -
as placing a limit'to ang.reﬁ al fight, -

he hopes to bring.

under -the control of the- tmﬂme

bureaucracy. R
. Militants in the industry &
other plans. As SOMSORS SHU
the meeting: *‘We've-g@i 1@
Chapple’s words and ram::
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Small ads are free for labour move-.

ment events. Paid ads (including

ads for publications) 8p per word,

£5 per column inch — payment in .
advance. Send .copy to Evests, 49

Carnac St, London SE27, to arrive

by Friday for inclusion in the follow-

ing week's paper. R

SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY. De-
monstration against Racialism and
Fascism, for Worker’ Unity and
Socialism, called by Manchester
District Labour Party. Assemble
12.30, Crowcroft - Park, ‘Stockport
" Road, Levenshulme. o

WEDNESDAY 8 FEBRUARY. Wor-
kers’ Action public meeting: :

‘MARXISM AND TERRORISM’
Speaker: lan Hollingworth.’ B8pm,
‘Roebuck’, 108a Tottenham Court
Road, London WCI.

Apartheid Emergency Action Con-

ference. 10am, Friends House, Eus-
ton Road, London NWI1. Open to

.....
———t

‘Azad (TU), 21 York Way, N1. Re;

-
Lo

St, London WIP2DQ. -+

Polytechnic, . Coventry.
D.Spencer, 17 Winifred Ave,-
don, Coventry. .o

SATURDAY 4 MARCH. Lisison:

.

Unions conference. Credentials 'S

Committee for the Defence of Trade , © .. =~

trade union delegates 75p from .. .
J.Hiles, 137 Wanstead Park Roas&,” - .
- Nlford, Essex. = ooectEs N e

THURSDAY 16 M ARCH. *All.Lo

don Teachers against Racisin #ad /.

Fascism’ rally, 5.45pm .at Ces

Hall, Westminster. Adm.50p.” =" "

s

delegates from ; all orggnis‘xmna '_ '. , "
Further details: AAM, 89 Charlotte -

.

- .
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SATURDAY 18 FEBRUARY. Mid-
lands Anti-Apartheid Action €om- " . = -
ference. At ‘F’ Block, Lanchester =
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Published by Workers' Action, 4
Carnac St, London SE27. Printeas




